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How coft-bodied anemoneg

are helping Whitney Lab biologigte
golve hard problemg



Corale are bagieally living rocks
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the atarlet geaanemone

and they come in all gorte

ot chapeg and gizeg.

We don’t have a full anewer yet. But we're gtarting to put the puzzle pieces together.




There’g just one problem— .. we gaw that anemones had mogt
anemoneg are goft, like Jell-O. | of the toole to make hard etructures

ike corale.

[t seemg gilly to uge Jell-O
to learn about making something
hard, doegn’t it?
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(we made it glow red!) { ‘

I But the ’rough part wag ﬁguring o_ujL Th_en,jugf 5 monthg ago,

it the coral molecule wag doing itg job. one of our gcientigts had

We etruggled for

2 yearq!




She took the anemone and goaked it in a gpecial dye
that glows blue when it toucheg caleium, a key
ingredient ofcoral’e rocky structure.
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[t our coral molecule

overlapg with our blue dye
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then we know it’s sticking to calcium
(like tiny stripe of tape)

[hat'g EXAC “Wwhat we gqw!
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about them, it’e been tough

Andjugf In fime . .. trying to figure out how to get
them healthy again.




Corale are SUPER important
for keeping our oceang healthy.

ot toolg to fit the pieces together.



